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will  connect conservation and recreation areas throughout the state.
There will be many types of Greenways including landscape linkages, recreation
corridors, conservation corridors, greenbelts and trails. The Office of Greenways and
Trails iu DEP administers this innovative program.
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ln order to improve protection of these dwindling resources, the state has implemented
a number of programs, three of which are administered by the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection. They are 1) a major Ecosystem Management Initiative, 2) a
Greenways Program and 3) the largest land acquisition program in the nation,
Preservation 2000.

The ecosystem management initiative began in 1993 when the Florida legislature
directed the Department to “develop strategies to protect the functions of entire
ecosystems”. We brought together an assemblage of interests to the table which
included business, environmental groups, industry, agriculture, forestry, mining,
university faculty, government representatives from local to federal, large landowners
and interested citizens. And we reached consensus on the major implementation issues.

The reason we went to such great lengths is that a fundamental assumption from the
very start was that this initiative could not succeed without the support and active
participation of the people of the state. We didn’t want this to be another government
program directed from the top. Over 300 people participated. They developed over
500 recommendations which were then distilled into our implementation strategy. The
goals of the program are 1) better protection of Florida’s environment, 2) development
of an environmental ethic among Floridians and 3) a sustainable, healthy environment
and economy. This translates into Stewardship. 1 won’t go into further detail now;
however, anyone wishing to have additional information can receive written materials
about the program.

The Florida Greenways program also received extensive input from diverse interests as
it was being developed. The objective of the program is to create a statewide system of
Greenways which 
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until tbe em of modern man. They were not endangered.
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the northwest of the state park. Their maps also
demonstrate that the cave system lies beneath U.S. 319, S.R 267 and S.R 61.
Numerous sinkholes along the five mile long cave system are direct and indirect
connections between surface waters and the caves.
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It is a first magnitude spring that creates
the Wakulla River. Wakulla Springs State Park is one of the premiere wildlife areas in
Florida and attracts 170,000 visitors a year. Most visitors ride the glass bottom boats or
river boats to view the clear waters and abundant wildlife.

Cave divers are exploring and mapping the cave system that conducts vast quantities of
clear water to Wakulla Springs. They have determined that the Wakulla Springs
ecosystem extends several miles to 

If smoke from their prescribed fre causes a traffic accident, subsequent law
suits could seriously impact the company. Of course, the gopher tortoise, indigo snake
and gopher frog inhabiting those lands are not part of the company’s economic
equation.

Highways that cross the ecosystem of the indigo and gopher frog can eliminate these
species from the area. Vehicles are the major modern predator of the wide ranging
indigo. You can predict the likelihood of a gopher frog being able to reach the seasonal
pond if this slow moving amphibian must cross a road to get there.

Wakulla Springs, located in Wakulla County a few miles south of Tallahassee, is one of
Florida’s most significant natural features. 

size and will be
harvested before a wildfire destroys the stand. Prescribed tire is the major deterrent to
wildfire because prescribed fires eliminate the hazardous fuels that permit wildfires to
occur. 

Today, lightning caused fires no longer manage Florida’s natural landscape. Land
managers must use prescribed fire to maintain native plant communities in a healthy
condition for the thousands of species of plants and animals that occupy them.

Roads are a major impediment to the use of this critically important land management
tool. A road in close proximity to a state park, national forest, wildlife refuge, or Nature
Conservancy preserve is a serious handicap for the proper application of prescribed
fire. Land managers must keep smoke off the road so as to avoid causing a traffic
hazard; however, an unpredictable change in wind direction could result in an accident.
The wiregrass gentian is a species that must be burned during the lightning season,
when winds are more variable, which increases the probability of causing a smoke
problem on a near-by road.

Gopher tortoise habitat steadily deteriorates in the absence of frequent fires to the point
that the species cannot exist there. The loss of gopher tortoises results in the loss of
indigo snakes and gopher frogs. Some corporations that manage thousands of acres of
commercial forests in Florida, no longer prescribe burn their lands because of liability
concerns. They are gambling that their trees will reach merchantable 



I-75 because of the danger
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It was once a common practice to direct highway stormwater into sinkholes for
convenient and inexpensive disposal. At the request of the Department of
Environmental Protection, the Department of Transportation is Mocking direct flow of
stormwater into 



tire or the values for which they were acquired will deteriorate until they
are completely lost. We must recognize that roads cause very serious restrictions for
public and private land managers as they apply prescribed fire. This poses a major
ecosystem management challenge for the Florida Department of Transportation, the
managers of natural lands, and the people of Florida.
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involved in surveying this very congested, high speed highway. It is unlikely that any
mammal, reptile, or amphibian is able to cross this wildlife killing zone.

Paynes Prairie is a worst case scenario of the impacts of highways on a major wildlife
area. The loss of wildlife habitat caused by limitations on management practices and
the direct loss of wildlife on the roads will steadily increase. The mitigation of these
losses will require a major interagency commitment. The FDOT and DEP must develop
innovative solutions or the state of Florida will permanently lose the significant wildlife
resources at Paynes Prairie.

In conclusion, highways impact the ecosystems of plant and animal species, spring
systems, and other water basins and the land manager’s ability to manage these
systems. Florida’s continuing growth will result in more roads and more and more
vehicles on those roads. The state of Florida has expended and is continuing to spend
millions of dollars to acquire natural lands for their protection. Those lands must be
managed with 




